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	Cllr Olbury gave the following report as Chairman of the Parish Council.
As always, the last year continued to be extremely busy for us all and I would like to thank everyone who has been involved in lending their support to assist with the various groups and projects.  With funding so tight it is through the goodwill of people that Elkesley is able to achieve so much.
A1 Bridge
As we all know, the bridge has been completed and opened after many years of campaigning.  It has already proved a useful means of access on a number of occasions when the A1 has been blocked.  The landscaping is continuing and will be maintained for 2 years by the contractors, after which it becomes the responsibility of the District Council
Funding
Through hard work and determination the parish now have a defib installed in the village. The funding and donations that have been received mean that a 2nd can also be bought. Having 2 units in a village of this size is fabulous.
Carillion have supported the village as they said they would and assisted with some ground clearance at the memorial hall and have constructed a large BMX track for the youngsters.  This still requires some surface dressing and plans are in place for this.
Trees have been purchased and planted from a grant we received some time ago, thanks go to the residents who gave up their time for this.  The Lions club have planted flowers around the Cherry trees alongside the path in the sports field and it will all look lovely when it comes into bloom.  
Amenities
The cutting of the grass on the sports field and in the cemetery will now be part of Mr Davis’s duties.  We have purchased equipment to enable this to happen and the results of his work are already impressive.
Some of the route markers have been installed in the village by the youth council though they are unable to continue as a group with the pressures of exams etc
Mr Schofield continues with his weekly inspection of the play area and he has completed a training course to enable him to do this effectively.  The remedial work that is required to bring it up to standard has been costed and approved and should be completed very soon.
Plans by Bassetlaw Council to demolish the garages had been received earlier in the year and this council has been looking at options and possibilities, this has not yet reached a conclusion
We are still striving to have the surface on High Street improved and have been meeting with representatives from Bassetlaw
Events & Training
The village Christmas tree and ‘lighting’ was a success again last December and was appreciated by many people.  The community got behind this and organised the event  
We hosted some first aid training in the autumn, including the use of the defib and have also been able to run a similar session this evening.  If there is the interest from the village we will look to continuing this during the year
Our Clerk, Wendy has continued to undertake more training and qualifications and we are now looking at getting official recognition for the Parish Council.
Neighbourhood Plan
Our Neighbourhood Plan has now been completed and adopted and so it is now a legal document that Bassetlaw and Notts CC are required to consult when they are considering planning applications.  We are the first Parish in Nottinghamshire to produce a plan and so ‘all eyes’ are on us to see how this will function in reality.  It should be an extremely powerful document.  
		In conclusion, on behalf of the Parish Council I would like to thank you all.

Reports from Village Organisations
Mr Askew, Chairman of the Elkesley Memorial Hall gave the following report:
Weekly use by village organisations such as the Brownies and Danny Pearson’s Thai Kwan Do classes, the Friday ‘Pub Nights’ together with outside organisations such as the mobile Post Office twice-weekly attendance, the weekly Start-rite Dog Training classes, the fortnightly Spiritual Evenings, keeps the Memorial Hall Committee busy. Which is what we want!

The Parish Council uses the hall on a regular basis for Parish Council Meetings and other matters together with several village ‘action’ groups for their meetings. With increasing occasional use of the hall by other outside village organisations, such as a training venue for some local agencies, events such as recent and forthcoming use as a polling station, the calendar is pretty much filled up!

What is encouraging is the increasing use being made of the hall by village residents for adult and children’s parties and other leisure activities, and we can now supplement these events, when wished, with our own bar and catering facilities. The permanent bar kindly provided by courtesy of Heineken Ltd., is proving a great asset when accommodating appropriate functions.

With the increase in revenue from bookings and occupancy, (we are self-funding) and with some grant funding the committee have managed to rectify some long-standing defects to the hall, improve existing facilities and upgrade some systems. There are still lots of ways the hall can be made more functional and energy efficient and these are being investigated. 
For the future; In June a fitness class comprising a mix of yoga and Pilates ‘PIYO’ is due to start conducted by a qualified lady trainer. This will again be another weekly event.
Every third Sunday is a ‘Boules Afternoon’ hosted by the hall committee.  
More parties, adult and children’s, are booked and in late autumn a Pekinese dog event is booked! 
Thoughts are being put together for additional village events such as quiz nights and games nights and possibly film nights.

July 16 is the day of the village fete, ‘The Feast’, and we are hoping it will be, even more, the success it was last year!



